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FARC General Meetings  

Are held the 2nd Friday of 

each month, 7 p.m. at Cedar 

Lanes  unless otherwise 

noted.  

__________________  

2010 FARC BOARD    
MEETING DATES  

1st Tuesday of each month  

Woodward Park Library at  

Champlain and Perrin.  

__________________  

 
FARC Nets  

Morning Drive Time Net:  

Weekday mornings -7:30 ð

8:00 a.m.  

W6TO/R 146.940   

Tech Net:  

Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm  

W6TO/R 146.940   

FARC Net:  
Sundays @ 7:00 pm  

W6TO/R 146.940   

 

Fresno Amateur Radio Club, Inc.                                     P.O. Box 5912, Fresno, Ca. 93755 - 5912  

The Prez Sez  
CQ ,CQ  

 

By the time this article comes out Field Day will 
be over.  Another year of communicating out in 

the field, practicing our skills in case of an emer-
gency and enjoying some great food compli-

ments of our skilled Chef Duane. I  know we all 
had a great time and are looking forward to 
next year.  Plans are starting to forming on how to do it better the 

next time.  
 

Our next big event is our Summer Picnic, July 31,  at the Holden's 
Rancho.  Ken will be doing his famous barrel tri - tip, along with 
other barbecued  goodies. The members will be bringing their spe-

cial dishes to go along with the dinner.  Afterwards, we will have 
Bingo. This was a lot of fun last year.  We will have some cash 

prizes and gift cards for the winners. Don`t let Ron talk us into fill-
ing the WHOLE card. That took a long time last year but everyone 
enjoyed the suspense.  And Ron won that game.  Looking forward 

to seeing you at our Summer Picnic.  
 

73, Tom  

Our next meeting will be July 9 at 7:00 PM. Meeting place: Cedar Lanes Bowl ðCedar 

and Shields Aves. Come to the meeting and enjoy the camaraderie with your fellow 

hams.  

SKIPSKIP   

Tom Jarvis KG6KYU  



 Fresno Amateur Radio Club   

  Page 2  

FARC BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

FARC Officers:  

Tom Jarvis, Pres. -  KG6KYU  kg6kyu@w6to.com   (559) 916 -2445  12/2011  

Craig Carter V.P. ðK6QI   k6qi@w6to.com  (559) 284 -1722  12/2011  

Jim Erbe, Sectry -  WA6NIF   wa6nif@w6to.com   (559) 222 -7524  12/2011  

Ron Hunt, Treas -  N6MTS   n6mts@w6to.com  (559) 289 -8514  12/2010  

 

Board Members:  

Aaron Lusk, K6USY    k6usy@w6to.com  (559) 301 -1022  12/2010  

John McGraw,   AE6QR  No E-Mail   (559) 255 -2349  12/2010  

Ken Holden, ðWA6OIB   wa6oib@w6to.com  (559) 323 -6753  12/2010  

Charles McConnell, W6DPD   w6dpd@w6to.com   (559) 431 -2038  12/2010  

Dave Smith, W6TE    w6te@w6to.com   (559) 323 -6095  12/2011  

Joseph Capell, W0PJD   W0PJD@me.com   (559) 225 -3582  12/2011  

Jack Baker, AC6LT     ac6lt@CVIP.net  (559) 297 -4311  12/2010  

 

Mark your calendars for every Thursday, for 
the lunch gathering at the Silver Dollar Hof-
brau  at the corner of Hwy 41 and Shaw. It 

starts at 12 noon and there is a table reserved 
in the back room.  

 
Also every Monday and Saturday at the Coun-

try Waffles at Blackstone and Dakota starting 
at 7am.  
 

Lastly, Breakfast every Tuesday at Yosemite 
Falls Cafe  at Blackstone  and Shaw starting at 

8am.  

 

 Date   Event      

            
 July 6   FARC BOD 

 July 9   FARC General Meeting  
 July 8 -12  IARU HF World Champion   
 July 16  SJVARS Meeting   

 July 27  QCWA Lunch  
 July 31  FARC Picnic  

 
 
  

 Date   Event   

  
 Aug 3   FARC BOD 

 Aug 6   CARP General Meeting  
 Aug 7 -8  ARRL UHF Contest  
 Aug 13  FARC General Meeting  

 Aug 20  SJVARS General Meeting  
 Aug 25  QCWA Luncheon  

  
                                           

Support our advertisers in SKIP. They 

support us not only in revenue for the 
club but they also allow us space on the 

counters and shelves for copies of SKIP 
and other club announcements.  

Amateur Radio Event Calendar  

 
Please send items for 
SKIP to Editor Dave 

Smith W6TE. 
w6te@msn.com  

mailto:kg6kyu@w6to.com
mailto:k6qi@k6qi.com
mailto:wa6nif@w6to.com
mailto:n6mts@w6to.com
mailto:k6usy@w6to.com
mailto:wa6oib@w6to.com
mailto:w6dpd@w6to.com
mailto:w6te@w6to.com
mailto:w0pjd@me.com
mailto:ae6sx@arrl.net
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 No Membership Attendance award for June.  

Thanks to Richard Pack, KE6SHL, 
for providing the photographs in-
cluded in SKIP.  

 

With much sadness I must report that Marlene 
Keith KG6DAK passed away last Friday, July 

2nd. Mar was the wife of Gus Keith KF6ZXO 
and was the Secretary of the Madera Amateur 
Radio Club.  

 

Mar and Gus have been members of the FARC 
for many years.  

 
We will miss our dear friend very much.  
 

 

 

ñI just love to visit the Grand Canyon.ò 
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Local Amateur Radio Repeaters  
 Organization   Call Sign    Frequency   Offset   PL 

 AARC   WB6QDN    146.610     -   NONE 

 CARP   K6ARP    147.675     -   141.3  

 CARP   N6JXL    224.380     -   141.3  

 CARP   K6ARP    444.725     -   141.3  

 CARP   NI6M     440.350    +   141.3  

 CONDOR  WB6BRU    224.900     -   156.7  

 FARC   W6TO     146.940     -   NONE 

 FARC   W6TO     223.940     -   NONE 

 FARC   W6TO     444.200     -   NONE 

 FRESNO  N6MTS     145.230     -   141.3  

 KINGS ARC   KA6Q    145.110     -   100.0  

 KJ6KO   KJ6JO    927.6625/902.0125   -   146.2  

 MADERA ARC  W6WGZ    147.180     +   NONE 

 MADERA ARC  W6WGZ    441.175     -   146.2  

 QCWA   WQ6CWA    146.850     -   141.3  

 QCWA   WQ6CWA    443.250     +   107.2  

 RACES   N6HEW    147.150     +   141.3  

 SJVARS  KE6JZ    146.820     -   141.3  

 TURLOCK ARC W6BXN    147.030     +   100.0  

 WA6NIF   WA6NIF    444.100     +   100.0  

 WIN/SYSTEM   K6JSI     146.790     -   100.0  

Birthdays:  

 
 

Arlen Van Fossen WB6VAF   July 11  
Stuart Holm, WB6VRJ    July 21  
 

Anniversaries:  

 
Glenn & Vicki Caine N6HEW   July 18  

Ron & Lisa Hunt N6MTS    July 11  
Ken & Gwynne Holden W6OIB & WA6VZM  
      July 10  

Frank Bowen, N6BWW,  passed 

away on Thursday, June, 17, 2010., 

after a long illness.  He was 85.  He 

was a retired Fire Captain with the 

Fresno Fire Department, and he had 

Bowenôs Radio and TV Repair.  He 

was a member of the Fresno ARC, 

and numerous clubs in Fresno. Rest 

in Peace Frank.  

 

The picture was taken at the 09 

Fresno Hamfest. W6DPD 
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Amateur of the Month JACK BACKER AC6LT, by Joe Capel W0PJD  

If your tune into the FARC repeaters on 

Wednesday evening, you will hear Jack, AC6LT 

anchoring the discussions on the Tech Net cov-
ering far reaching subjects such as antenna 

SWR reading, the latest info on handhelds or 
why the water pressure is low in your back-
yard.  

 
Jack was born and raised in Fresno and gradu-

ated from Bullard High School in 1963. He got 
his first license, a novice, WV6SHZ in 1961 
and was on the air with a Jimmy Nichols goat 

farm special soon after. The hams who influ-
enced him most at that time were fellow high 

schoolers, Joe Cadwalader, K6ZMW and Wayne 
Houser, WA6FAJ (now W6VOA).  
 

He upgraded to technician class and used a 
Benton Harbor Lunchbox (Heathkit Six -er), a 

five watt AM rig that was popular at the time 
and he even had it in his car. After High School 

he went to Fresno City College for a degree in 
Electronic Technology.  

 

With graduation and other pursuits, his inter-
ests in ham radio temporarily wained and his 

license ran out, but he remained interested in 
short wave activity. In the early 1990ôs having 
a scanner and an HF receiver, Marshal, 

WA6PRE challenged him to get back into our 
hobby. He got his general, KE6FOM and un-

graded rapidly, even when Morse code was re-
quired, to advanced and Extra Class in 1994. 
He changed his call letters to AC6LT and still 

holds it.  
 

Now ham radio for him, in addition to the Tech 
Net, consists largely in HF DX chasing. He has 
215 DXCC countries! He has been a member of 

FARC since early on when we met in the audi-
torium at the top of the PG&E building in 

downtown Fresno and heard about a new de-
vice call a transistor. He recalls participating in 

the 6 meter transmitter hunts that originated 
in Radio Park on Monday nights. This year he 
is on our club board of directors.  

 
He has worked for the 

city of Fresno for the last 
twelve years in the water 
division in communica-

tions and instrumenta-
tion.  

 
 
 

 
 

In the picture taken at 
Field Day, Jack gives 
Duane, KI6QEL some 

pointers on antenna and 
receives some on BBQ.  

VISIT W6TO.COM  
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If you want help with DX, you can 

contact the local members of the 
Central California DX Club for 

some assistance.  Charles W6DPD 
431 -2038, Perry K6XJ 299 -2802, 
or Jim WS6X 292 -8353 can give 

you advice.  The big thing about 
finding DX is to tune the bands.  Check out 

the Central California DX Club Web page at 
http://www.ccdxc.org  for information and 
useful links.  

 
The local DXôers meet on the first Saturday of 

the month for breakfast at Carrowôs, 4280 N. 
Blackstone in Fresno.  The group gathers be-
tween 0700 and 0800.  All are welcome.  

 
Congratulations to Bob, KK6LT, on achieving 

DXCC. 
 

Due to a change in the status of the canal be-
tween Russia and Finland in which MV Island 
was not mentioned, therefore at some point 

MV Island, R1MVI will probably be a deleted 
entity. Time will tell.  

 
Check out www.spaceweather.com  and 
www.solarcycle24.com  for information on the 

solar cycle.  The higher the solar flux and the 
lower the A and K Indices, the better the 

band conditions.  The sun is not cooperating 
by providing sunspots at this time; there are 
lots of blank days.  

 
The address of the Sixth District QSL Bureau 

is P. O. Box 970, Fairfax CA 94978 -0970.  
You can send up to 10 address labels and 
$0.70 for each envelope to the address 

above.  They will put 1 unit of First Class 
postage on the envelope.  

 
Postage rates around the world are con-
stantly changing.  To see current rates go to 

h t t p : / / w w w . q s l . n e t / w 9 o l /
IRC_Chart.htm  where you can find the cur-

rent postal rates for most of the countries of 
the world.  IRCs can be ordered online from 

the US Post Office.  

 
If you donôt get a DX Bulletin and you belong 

to ARRL, you should register on the members 
only web page and check the box for the 
ARRL DX Bulletin.  This one is emailed each 

Thursday.   Or you can go to the ARRL web 
page in the News/ Bulletin section and view 

the bulletins there.  You can also read the 
OPDX Bulletin or the 425 DX Bulletin on the 
web.  Search OP DX Bulletin or 425 DX Bulle-

tin to get the URL.  You can subscribe to the 
Daily DX, Weekly DX or QRZ DX too.  These 

bulletins will keep you informed of DX opera-
tions and QSL information.  
The following operations are scheduled: 

Afghanistan T6TL and T6JC October 2010 to May 2011 

Bahrain A92IO now through August 2011 

Wake Island KH9/WA2YUN now through 2010 

Djibouti J28AA now for at least a year 

Djibouti J28JV soon for at least a year, maybe 2Angola D2CQ 

February 2010 for a few years. 

Aves Island YV0A early 2010?? 

Marion Island ZS8M May, 15 2010 to April 2011 

St. Pierre & Miquelon FP July 5 to July 14, 2010 

Mongolia JT July 7 to July 22, 2010 

Wallis and Fortuna July 14 to July 24, 2010 

Burkina Faso July 15 to August 10, 2010 

Sardinia IS0E July 16 to July 24, 2010 

Seychelles S79BMM July 17 to July 31, 2010 

Seychelles S79AL July 17 to July 31, 2010 

Senegal 6V7EA July 25 to July 31, 2010 

Sable Island CY0 October 22 to October 31, 2010 

Greenland OX October 20 to October 30, 2010 

Botswana A2 October 20 to November 4, 2010 

Kermadec ZL8X November 19 to December 5, 2010 

Jarvis Island N5E Scheduled for Nov 17 to Dec 1, 2010 

Juan Fernandez XR0ZN postponed to the end of 2010 

Spratly Islands DX0DX January 6 to January 24, 2011 

South Orkney Islands VP8O January 27 to February 8, 2011 

 

Watch the DX Bulletins for up to date information.  

As the time for the operation is at hand, watch the 

DX Summit ( www.dxsummit.fi ) for listings.  There 

are a number of state QSO parties each year. 

Check the contest corral in QST or the ARRL web 

page.  State QSO parties are a good place to col-

lect states for your Worked All States award. ARRL 

Log Book of the World now supports the Worked 

All States Award.  

 

Good luck, tune the dial, and listen.  

THE DX CORNER by Charles McConnell W6DPD  

Charles  

W6DPD  

http://www.ccdxc.org/
http://www.spaceweather.com/
http://www.solarcycle24.com/
http://www.qsl.net/w9ol/IRC_Chart.htm
http://www.qsl.net/w9ol/IRC_Chart.htm
http://www.dxsummit.fi/
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FIELD DAY 2010 by Jim Erbe WA6NIF  

The Fresno Amateur Radio Club participated in 

Field Day 2010. The location was at the Pine 
Ridge School, elevation of 4557 feet. The 

weather was 
outstanding. 
I n  fac t , 

W6YEP and 
K A 6 V T A 

slept out un-
d e r  t h e 
stars.  

 
Friday the 

25 th , Pat W6YEP hauled up the tower trailer. 
Ron N6MTS pulled up his toy trailer with the 
Clubôs power generator inside. Ken WA6OIB 

a n d 
G w y n n e 

W A 6 V Z M 
pulled up 

their house 
t r a i l e r . 
D a v i d 

K A 6 V T A 
slept in his 

tent. Ken 
cooked a 
great steak dinner after the crew put the tri -

band beam on the tower and raised into posi-
tion.  

 
S a t u r d a y 
morning saw 

the tower up 
with the 10 -

15 -20 meter 
t r i - b a n d 
beam high 

up in the 
g l i s t e n i n g 

sun. Two DX 
Engineering 
80 -40 meter dipoles were hoisted up to about 

60 feet. Jim WA6NIF put up a 6 meter ground 
plane. Pat W6YEP put up his satellite tracking 

system for AO51. Contacts were made via UHF 
to 2 meter and 2.4Ghz.  

 

Start time arrives, that being 1800Z. Six me-
ter was wide open and Jim WA6NIF gave it a 

go. Jim worked around 20 stations before the 
band gave up. Steve NA6G started off the HF 
calling on 20 meter band. That band was not 

open as one would expect so he moved to 40 
meters where he made around 100 contacts in 

an hoursô time. Steve worked most of the day. 
Many took turns working Field Day contacts, 
those being AC6LT, KA6VTA, WA6OIB, N6MTS 

and Marshall WA6PRE. WA6OIB put together a 
PSK31 operation and showed us how it works. 

Some of us had never seen that mode of op-
eration. Very interesting. Richard KE6SHL han-
dled the ARRL the official bulletins and ex-

change of message traffic.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
W6YEP, WA6OIB, N6MTS, NA6G, AC6LT, 

WA6NIF, KA6VTA, W0PJD and Marshall 
WA6PRE were all at the start line. Others that 
showed up to watch the operation were: 

W6NCG, W6DBU, KG6KYU, KG6KYT, AE6GE 
and wife KI6KRT, K6QI, and WA6BDE.  

 
Continued on page 16)  


