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FARC General Meetings  

Are held the 2nd Friday of 

each month, 7 p.m. at Cedar 

Lanes  unless otherwise 

noted.  

__________________  

2009 FARC BOARD    
MEETING DATES  

1st Tuesday of each month  

Woodward Park Library at  

Champlain and Perrin.  

__________________  

 
FARC Nets  

Morning Drive Time Net:  

Weekday mornings -7:30 ð

8:00 a.m.  

W6TO/R 146.940   

Tech Net:  

Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm  

W6TO/R 146.940   

FARC Net:  
Sundays @ 7:00 pm  

W6TO/R 146.940   

 

Fresno Amateur Radio Club, Inc.                                     P.O. Box 5912, Fresno, Ca. 93755 - 5912  

The Prez Sez  
CQ CQ 

 

It looks like a lot of our HAMS are getting ready to start 

their tower projects or they planning what to do first.  I 

was at the Central California DC meeting last weekend 

and won a pair of gloves.  These gloves had a special 

netting on them, so they would grip and hold to a item.  

Sitting next to me was Jim Clymer  WS6X the first thing he did was try 

the gloves on and  said "these would be great for climbing towers,  what 

a grip".  Well I`m a man that does not get more than 72 off the ground, 

that`s in inches by the way.  So I gave my gloves to Jim. I suspect  Paul  

Sullivan, W6VPS and him will try them out as soon as we get good 

weather. Give us a report on the "climbing gloves" after you try them.  

 

I would like to thank all of our members that are doing our nets.  Our 

Tec Net , Drive Time Net AM , and our Sunday Night Net. Our net man-

ger Joe  Cardoza, WA6FFJ  is always looking for net control operators on 

Sunday , give him a call if you can help. Joe  has add a new item to our 

Sunday Night Net " History of FARC".  Thanks, Joe for a make this net 

more special.  If you have a item for the net please email it to him.  

 

If you some want good old HAM talk stop by the Yosemite Falls Restau-

rant on Tuesday morning at 7:45 or Fresno Hofbra on Thursdays after 

11:00.  Hope to see you at one of these places.  Our next meeting is 

February 12 at Cedar Lanes, Friday night at 7:00 pm.  

73,,, Tom, KG6KYU  

Our next meeting will be January 8th at 7:00 PM.                                                       

Meeting place: Cedar Lanes Bowl ðCedar and Shields Aves. Come to the 
meeting and enjoy the camaraderie with your fellow hams.  

SKIPSKIP   
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FARC BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

FARC Officers:  

Tom Jarvis, Pres. -  KG6KYU  kg6kyu@w6to.com   (559) 916 -2445  12/2011  

Craig Carter ðK6QI    k6qi@k6qi.com  (559) 284 -1722  12/2011  

Jim Erbe, Sectry -  WA6NIF   wa6nif@w6to.com   (559) 222 -7524  12/2011  

Ron Hunt, Treas -  N6MTS   n6mts@w6to.com  (559) 289 -8514  12/2010  

 

Board Members:  

Aaron Lusk, K6USY    k6usy@w6to.com  (559) 301 -1022  12/2010  

John McGraw,   AE6QR  No E-Mail   (559) 255 -2349  12/2010  

Ken Holden, V.P. ðWA6OIB   wa6oib@w6to.com  (559) 323 -6753  12/2010  

Chuck McConnell, W6DPD   w6dpd@w6to.com   (559) 431 -2038  12/2010  

Dave Smith, W6TE    w6te @msn .com  (559) 323 -6095  12/2011  

Joseph Capell, W0PJD   W0PJD@me.com   (559) 225 -3582  12/2011  

Jack Baker, AC6LT     ac6lt@CVIP.net  (559) 297 -4311  12/2010  

 

Mark your calendars for every Thursday, for 
the lunch gathering at the Silver Dollar Hof-
brau  at the corner of Hwy 41 and Shaw. It 

starts at 12 noon and there is a table reserved 
in the back room.  

 
Also every Monday and Saturday at the Coun-

try Waffles at Blackstone and Dakota starting 
at 7am.  
 

Lastly, Breakfast every Tuesday at Yosemite 
Falls Cafe  at Blackstone  and Shaw starting at 

8am.  

 

 Date   Event      

  
 Feb 2   FARC BOD Meeting  

 Feb 5   CARP General meeting  
 Feb 6   Fresno -Madera DX Breakfast  
 Feb 12  FARC General Meeting  

 Feb 19  SJVARS Gen Meeting  
 Feb 20  Fresno VEC Exam  

 Feb 20 -21  ARRL DX Contest ðCW 
 Feb 23  QCWA Lunch Meeting  
 

  

  
 Mar 2   FARC BOD Meeting  

 Mar 5   CARP General Meeting  
 Mar 6   DX Breakfast  
 Mar 6 -7 ARRL DX Contest -Phone  

 Mar 12  FARC General Meeting  
 Mar 19  SJVARS General Meeting  

 Mar 23  QCWA Lunch Meeting  
   
 

Support our advertisers in SKIP. They 

support us not only in revenue for the 
club but they also allow us space on the 

counters and shelves for copies of SKIP 
and other club announcements.  

Amateur Radio Event Calendar  

mailto:kg6kyu@w6to.com
mailto:k6qi@k6qi.com
mailto:wa6nif@w6to.com
mailto:n6mts@w6to.com
mailto:k6usy@w6to.com
mailto:wa6oib@w6to.com
mailto:w6dpd@w6to.com
mailto:w6te@msn.com
mailto:w6te@msn.com
mailto:w0pjd@me.com
mailto:ae6sx@arrl.net
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Membership Attendance for January ðno winner.  

Thanks to Richard Pack, KE6SHL, for 

providing the photographs included in SKIP.  

Ed. 

Dear FARC Friends,  

 
I would like to thank the contributors to SKIP 

Newsletter. Everyone please consider contrib-
uting something to the newsletter. It is all in-
formative to your fellow hams.  

 
Ken Holden, WA6OIB, with the assistance of 

Joe Capel, W0PJD, is conducting the General 
Class licensing course. The course will con-
clude the week of February 14th, just in time 

for the Feb 21st VEC Exam session. Thank you 
Ken and Joe!  

 
Plans for the 100th year anniversary of Com-
munications in the San Joaquin Valley are pro-

gressing. Volunteers are welcome. The Ham-
fest Chairman is Craig Carter, K6QI. Please 

see Craig if you would like to volunteer.  
 

There are several events that the club plans 
for each year. One is the Hamfest the other 
big event is Field Day. The Field Day Chairman 

this year is Co -Chaired by Pat Fennacy, W6YEP 
and Ken Holden, WA6OIB. Please volunteer 

your time for Field Day if at all possible..  
 

I am asking for some help with SKIP. A huge 

thank you goes out to Jim Erbe, WA6NIF for 
taking on the copying and mailing issue. Iôm 

asking for a volunteer as assistant editor for 
SKIP.  
 

73, Dave W6TE  
 

 

 
  

EDITORôS COMMENTS by Dave Smith W6TE 
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Local Amateur Radio Repeaters  
 Organization   Call Sign    Frequency   Offset   PL 

 AARC   WB6QDN    146.610     -   NONE 

 CARP   K6ARP    147.675     -   141.3  

 CARP   N6JXL    224.380     -   141.3  

 CARP   K6ARP    444.725     -   141.3  

 CARP   NI6M     440.350    +   141.3  

 CONDOR  WB6BRU    224.900     -   156.7  

 FARC   W6TO     146.940     -   NONE 

 FARC   W6TO     223.940     -   NONE 

 FARC   W6TO     444.200     -   NONE 

 FRESNO  N6MTS     145.230     -   141.3  

 KINGS ARC   KA6Q    145.110     -   100.0  

 KJ6KO   KJ6JO    927.6625/902.0125   -   146.2  

 MADERA ARC  W6WGZ    147.180     +   NONE 

 MADERA ARC  W6WGZ    441.175     -   146.2  

 QCWA   WQ6CWA    146.850     -   141.3  

 RACES   N6HEW    147.150     +   141.3  

 SJVARS  KE6JZ    146.820     -   141.3  

 TURLOCK ARC W6BXN    147.030     +   100.0  

 WA6NIF   WA6NIF    444.100     +   100.0  

 WIN/SYSTEM   K6JSI     146.790     -   100.0  

 WIN/SYSTEM   K6JSI     223.780     -   100.0  

 

Birthdays, Anniversaryôs 
  

Birthdays:  
Jim Clymer     Feb 28th  
 

Anniversary:  
Dan Pruit and Spouse   Feb 18th  

Joe and Julie Cardoza   Feb 8th  

Special Announcements:  

 
Ken and Gwynne Holden recently became new 

Grandparents. Their Daughter gave birth to a 
new little girl! Congratulations to Ken and 
Gwynne and their daughter and son - in - law.  

Thereôs nothing better than being a grandpar-
ent!  

Silent Keys  
 

Jake Mirigian, W6JXY, became a Silent 
Key on January 11th. He will be 

missed.  

WWW.W6TO.COM  
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Amateur of the Month Joe Capel W0PJD  

When Joe was 7, his  dad began a series of classes on 

the GI Bill in electronics. He and another guy built a base-

ment radio repair shop which Joe and his brother, John, 

used as a playground, though it was supposed to be a home 

business.  At 10, he got his novice license, KN6YQK from 

FARC stalwart, Allen Ross, W6JPS. His brother became 

KN6RIT. 

 

Joe and John (now K9MCC)  attended later classes with 

their dad at City College learning about radio and tv repair 

while he was in the fifth and sixth grade and at about the 

same time, since they lived across the street from Roose-

velt High, attended summer school where they met the fa-

mous Mr. Roy Tuck who taught radio shop and stagecraft 

and the Roose-

velt Ham Radio 

Club in the late 

50ôs and early 

60ós which 

spawned many 

new hams, some 

of who are still 

club member to-

day. 

 

Joe advanced to 

Technician and 

General Class 

over the next few 

years. He recalls 

classes at Chan-

dler Field spon-

sored by the ra-

dio club. Because 

the FCC exam-

iner came to 

Fresno only 

every three months, radio licenses were free and it was a 

challenge, he  took and passed commercial radiotelegraph 

and radiotelephone tickets. Actually, there were a lot of 

young hams taking those tests and passing them and chat-

ting every afternoon and evening on 75 meters. Rummag-

ing though the stacks of military surplus radio gear at 

Jimmy Nichols on California Avenue was another thing 

that kept him busy in those days. 

 

He graduated from San Joaquin Memorial High School in 

1963. He worked at that school too on stagecraft and a 

Ham Radio Club. At the same time he recalls participating 

in numerous hidden transmitter hunts on six meter AM that 

used to start at Radio Park on Monday nights, usually with 

carloads of teenage boys participating in the sport. 

 

College in San Francisco was  a period of severely dimin-

ished ham radio and Medical School at USC in Los Ange-

les was a time when unfortunately he let his ticket lapse. 

He married Barbara (no call) in 1969 here in Fresno. 

 

Further medical training moved him and his young family 

to Minneapolis, Minnesota where he became active in the 

Courage Center Handy Hams System. He reinstated his 

license and got his present call of W0PJD and quickly ad-

vanced to Extra Class at one of the numerous ñRadio 

Campsò where he was the camp doctor for about 60 dis-

abled youngsters 

and adults, stud-

ied faster code, 

and mastered the 

advanced theory 

for the license. 

Joe returned to 

his native Fresno 

in 1979 to work 

at Fresno Com-

munity Hospital 

in their new reha-

bilitation center 

and eventually 

started a private 

practice in Reha-

bilitation Medi-

cine. 

 

He was active in 

the Fresno radio 

club trying to 

interest his four 

kids in Ham Radio with the doughnuts and raffles at the 

meetings, but only his middle son, Jordan, took the novice 

test at age 8 to become KB6JAJ. That test was given by 

Alan Ross again, 24 years after Joeôs exam. Jordanôs other 

encouragement came from John Morice, K6MI who was 

his orchestra and violin teacher and helped him with 

memorizing novice frequencies along with treble clefts. 

 

His practice and raising a family caused Joe to decrease his 

ham radio participation but in the last few years he has  

renewed his commitment to the hobby and the club  being 

on the board of directors, helping with license classes and 

writing a feature in SKIP. 
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If you want help with DX, 

you can contact the local 
members of the Central 

California DX Club for 
some assistance.  Charles 
W6DPD 431 -2038, Perry 

K6XJ 299 -2802, or Jim 
WS6X 292 -8353 can give 

you advice.  The big thing 
about finding DX is to 
tune the bands.  Check 

out the Central California 
DX Club Web page at http://www.ccdxc.org  

for information and useful links.  
 
The local DXôers meet on the first Saturday of 

the month for breakfast at Carrowôs, 4280 N. 
Blackstone in Fresno.  The group gathers be-

tween 0700 and 0800.  All are welcome.  
Minami Torishima, JD1/M will close in Febru-

ary 2010.  The weather station is closing.  
Work this one now as it may become very 
rare.  

 
The 2010 International DX Convention is April 

16 -18 at the Holiday Inn in Visalia. Check 
www.dxconvention.org  for information.  
The CQ DX Marathon runs from January 1, to 

December 31, 2010.  Work each DXCC entity 
and CQ Zone once.  The score is the total of 

DXCC entities plus Zones.  
 
The address of the Sixth District QSL Bureau 

is P. O. Box 970, Fairfax CA 94978 -0970.  
You can send up to 10 address labels and 

$0.70 for each envelope to the address 
above.  They will put 1 unit of First Class 
postage on the envelope.  

 
Postage rates around the world are con-

stantly changing.  To see current rates go to 
h t t p : / / w w w . q s l . n e t / w 9 o l /
IRC_Chart.htm  where you can find the cur-

rent postal rates for most of the countries of 
the world.  Effective May 12, 2009, US over-

seas airmail is 98¢ per ounce and postage to 
Canada is 75¢ per ounce and Mexico is 79¢ 

per ounce.  IRC purchases are $2.10 each.  

If you donôt get a DX Bulletin and you belong 
to ARRL, you should register on the members 

only web page and check the box for the 
ARRL DX Bulletin.  This one is emailed each 
Thursday.   Or you can go to the ARRL web 

page in the News/ Bulletin section and view 
the bulletins there.  You can also read the 

OPDX Bulletin or the 425 DX Bulletin on the 
web.  Search OP DX Bulletin or 425 DX Bulle-
tin to get the URL.  You can subscribe to the 

Daily DX, Weekly DX or QRZ DX too.  These 
bulletins will keep you informed of DX opera-

tions and QSL information.  
 
The Seventh Antarctic Activity Week is Febru-

ary 22 to 28, 2010.  More stations are ex-
pected to be on the air for this one.  

 
The following operations are scheduled: 

Wake Island KH9/WA2YUN now through 2010 

Willis Island VK9WBM Until July 2010 

Marshall Islands V73NS now through 2009 

Djibouti J28AA now for at least a year 

Juan Fernandez Is. CE0ZA Jan 21 to Feb 3, 2010 

Chile CE1/K7CA now through February 23, 2010 

Tanzania 5I3A now to March 1, 2010 

Bahamas C6ANM Now through April 2010 

Malawi 7Q7HB now for 3 months 

Dominica J79BXI January 8 to March 31, 2010 

St. Maarten PJ5NA January 10 to March 27, 2010 

Thailand HS0ZJF January 12 to March 8, 2010 

Pitcairn Island VP6AL now through March 2010 

United Arab Em A6/VE6LB Jan 8 to Feb 8, 2010  

Austral Islands FO/DL (3 ops) Jan 18 to Feb 5, 2010 

Juan Fern CE0Z/JA8BMK Jan 19 to Feb 2, 2010 

Senegal 6W2SC & Guinea Bissau J5UAP Jan 15 to Mar 

31, 2010 

Austral Islands January 18 to February 5, 2010 

Fernando de Noronh PY0F/PY2XB Jan 23 to Feb 3, 2010 

South Shetland Is. XR9JA February 1 to 28, 2010 

Senegal 6W January 26 to February 9, 2010 

Bahamas C6AWS February 5 to February 10, 2010 

Ogasawara Various Call Signs Feb 6 to Feb 14, 2010 

Vietnam 3W6C April 10 to April 18, 2010 

 
(Continued on page 12)  

(Continued on page 12)  

THE DX CORNER by Charles McConnell W6DPD  

W6DPD  

http://www.ccdxc.org/
http://www.dxconvention.org/
http://www.qsl.net/w9ol/IRC_Chart.htm
http://www.qsl.net/w9ol/IRC_Chart.htm
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You got to go!!  This was my fourth trip to 

Quartzfest in my RV with my wife.  Quartzfest 
is located on BLM land ï free camping right out 

in the desert.  We were only 6 miles south of 
Quartzsite along highway 95.  Quartzsite is lo-
cated 15 miles east of Blythe, CA. ï 10 hour 

drive from Fresno.  Over 135 RVôs showed up 

to share the fun of ham radio and the beauty 
of the desert.  

 
Anyway,  all of our seminars were conducted 
outside under the beautiful sun and clean air.  

Well, the trip this year was total different ï 
rain and more rain.  However, since it rained 

during the nights, we were able to conduct 
classes in the open 
air all days except 

for Thursday.  
 

I enjoyed meeting 
and speaking with 
G o r d o n  W e s t , 

WB6NOA.  He brings 
an aire of authority 

to Quartzfest.  His 
organizational skills 
and expertise made 

the happening really 
interesting.  He was 

called to action half-
way through Quartzfest by his unit of the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary due to unusually high 

surf at Newport Harbor.  

 
I must speak about our leader Cliff Haycock, 

KD4ZBP.  Both Cliff and his wife Virgina are 
the organizers and spirit of the whole affair.  

We were sad to hear that they would not be 
leading our group next year ï a new leader 

has already volunteered to make 2011 another 
great experience.  

 
The seminars really covered the digital world 
with information on the ñWinmor, Airmail, Sail-

mailò all working through Winlink.   Also APRS 
was addressed with more good information for 

those new to the system.  Gordon West held a 

demonstration on DSP speakers for the mobile 
HF ham.   

Quartzfest 2010, By Andy Reistetter, K6RY  
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Quartzfest 2010, By Andy Reistetter, K6RY  

A really telling demo on what manufacturer 

has the best  product.  VE testing was conduct 
for two days ï a few more new hams entered 

our fraternity.  A very special seminar on the 
Picaxe Microprocessor was conduct by Bill 
Pratts, K6ACJ.  Kevin Hedgepeth, NB7O, held a 

spirited look into Winmor ï  a possible com-
petitor to the SCS controller.  Discussion on 
batteries and how to get the most from them 

by the ham was conducted by Omer, KI6JNY.   

Of course, one of the most popular events dur-
ing  

 
Quartzfest was the ñAntenna Walkaboutò.  We 
were able to see some of the newest and inno-

vative antenna systems for both RVôs and 
portable use.  Early in the week an HF shoot 

out was held with stations in Quartzsite being 
heard by stations in northern and southern 
California.  Signal strengths were noted and 

scores assigned ï lots of fun for all.  
 

The whole event ended with a great swap 
meet on Saturday morning ï yep, the flash-
lights were out looking for a super bargain 

early in the morning.  
 

Last word -  for the non -ham, there are plenty 
of activities: genealogy and craft classes, 
shopping trips to Quartzsite during the big RV 

and Rock hound shows.  A trip to Mexico is 
also an easy day trip  
 


